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to your Lordship at large my opinions with respect to the
defence of the Carnatic.

u Your Lordship will have learnt previously to your de-
parture from Europe, that I was charged by the Court of
Directors to attempt, by means of persuasion and advice, to
induce his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic to agree to
the same modification of the treaty of 1702 which had been
proposed to him by Lord Hobart.   General Harris, and Mr,
Lushington, who acted as my interpreter, will state to your
Lordship the means which I  employed to endeavour to
accomplish the object of my commission, in which I entirely
foiled.    I was equally unsuccessful in my endeavours to
prevail upon his highness to make provision for the liquida-
tion of any part of his debt to the Company; and I am
satisfied that any other means would be as foreign to your
Lordship's disposition as they are to mine.    My fixed rule
during my continuance at Madras was, to treat the Nabob
with the respect due to his rank, with the kindness due to
the ancient friendship between his family and the Company,
and with the delicacy demanded by his dependant situation.
At the same time I avoided all familiarity with him, and I
animadverted very fully upon  the defects of his adminis-
tration, and upon the extreme impropriety of his late con-
duct with relation to tlio interests of the Company.    I
never allowed him to utter any invective against Lord
Hobart^ notwithstanding his various attempts both in public
and private, to induce me to listen to a vein of abuse ia
which his highness is too apt to indulge himself on that
subject.    You will find his highnesses disposition to be
very far from amiable or respectable; he is insincere, mean,
and timid; he is, however, said to be humane in his temper,
although Lord Hobart has recorded instances which Impute
to Mm the guilt of very great cruelty.   He is by no means
deficient in his understanding; I have met with few men